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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EWWT, RP. ELAB 

SUBJECT: RECRUITMENT OF FILIPINO SEAMEN FOR U.S. FLAG VESSELS 
REF: STATE A-3650 OF JULY 22, 1976, B. MANILA 14545 

1 . REF B CONTAINS WTDR ON FIRST ASIAN TRANSPORT ETD SHIPPING 
AGENCY, INC. WHICH SHOULD PROVIDE INFORMATION REQUESTED IN 
AIRGRAM (REF A). 

2. EMBASSY OFFICER MET WITH ASIAN TRANSPORT OWNERS, MR. AND 
MRS. BRUSELAS IN AN ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
CONCERNING SIGNIFICANCE OF FIRM'S RECRUITMENT ACTIVITIES. 

IT APPEARS MOST FILIPINO SEAMEN RECRUITED BY FIRM HAVE GONE 
ABOARD SINGAPOREAN OR HONG KONG VESSELS. ALTHOUGH OWNERS WERE 
RELUCTANT TO FURNISH DETAILS, THEY CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE PLACED 
"VERY FEW" SEAMEN ABOARD U.S. FLAG VESSELS. EMBASSY OFFICER'S 
R MPRESSION WAS THAT FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO EXPAND RECRUITMENT 
ACTIVITIES AND CHOSE U.S. FLAG VESSELS AS POSSIBLE SOURCE OF 
BUSINEY WITHOUT FULL APPRECIATION OF U.S. REGULATIONS 
AND ROLE OF UNIONS. 
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